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TEACHER SHORTAGE 

476. Ms J.A. RADISICH to the Minister for Education and Training: 
I have been thinking about this question and I am very glad to ask it of the Minister for Education and Training.  
I refer the minister to his call for a national approach to the teacher shortage.  What has been the response from 
the federal government to that approach? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Swan Hills for the question.  Last week I wrote to the federal Minister for Education, 
Science and Training about a very important issue; that is, the future of teaching in Australia.  I raised with her 
the fact that we need a national approach to this issue because what is happening in Western Australia will no 
doubt happen in other states in the future.  There will not be enough teachers to cater for our needs in the future.  
Over the past three or four years in Western Australia there has been a 30 per cent reduction in the number of 
people who have applied to study teaching at university.  The universities, of course, are the responsibility of the 
commonwealth.  Therefore, I suggested to the commonwealth minister that we should adopt a national approach 
on this issue.  This is a matter for which the federal government should take some responsibility.  I suggested 
two courses of action.  The first was to do what was done in Britain 10 or so years ago when the British 
government set up a teacher development agency, which was designed to promote the morale and status of the 
profession.  A national advertising campaign in Britain promotes people taking up teaching at university.  I 
suggested to the federal minister that that should be done at the national level.  The state is already doing that.  
We do not want to recruit teachers from the other states and cause greater problems there.  However, we will 
continue to recruit from other states, but the federal government can come up with a national approach to 
increase the pool. 

The second thing I have suggested to the federal Minister for Education, Science and Training is that she could 
also alleviate the higher education contribution scheme burden on teachers leaving university who are prepared 
to go to a country location.  That is a very sensible measure that the commonwealth could take.  I have suggested 
that measure to her a number of times, and indeed it got some air time in the press the other day.  I raised the 
issue, the federal minister responded on GWN news, and this is what she had to say - 

If Mr McGowan believes that it is the HECS debt that is the problem, then as the employer of these 
students, he could offer to pay their HECS debt. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  Sounds good.  Why not? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Does the member for Roe want to know why not?  If we paid a $5 000 HECS debt for a 
student going to a country location - such as the member for Roe’s electorate - the fringe benefits tax on that 
would be $4 346.  Therefore, if we paid $5 000, it would cost us $9 346.  It would virtually double the cost for us 
to do that. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  It would be cheaper in the long run. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member for Roe is supporting the state spending $2 to alleviate $1 of debt in order to 
provide Peter Costello with additional revenue. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We would therefore have to pay twice to do this.  I suggest that the commonwealth 
government take a leaf out of the federal opposition’s book, which suggested that these sorts of techniques 
should be put in place to alleviate the teacher shortage.  However, we will not provide Peter Costello with 
$10 000 to alleviate a $5 000 debt, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The interjections of the members for Vasse and Roe are very unruly and certainly 
do not assist the job of the Hansard staff as they try to record the proceedings of this place.  Therefore, the 
member for Vasse is called to order for the second time and the member for Roe for the first time. 
 


